Airborne is right on target
in mass attack exercise at Grafenwoh
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GRAFENWOHR, Germany — Green mushroom-
shaped parachutes filled the sky Monday as the 173rd
Airborne Brigade and 37th Airlift Squadron mounted a
mass attack in which 360 paratroops touched down in a
matter of minutes.

Eight C-130s, six from the 37th Squadron, made

two passes over the drop zone, a large grassy field
inside the training area, allowing all of the paratroops to
hit their target despite a strong breeze.
One of the jumpers, Sgt. Corey Willis, 22, of
Indianapolis, looked amped when he arrived at a rally
point for his unit — 1st Squadron, 91Ist Cavalry
Regiment — next to a pine forest that encircled the
drop zone. Willis said his only previous experience as a
paratrooper was two years ago when he attended jump
school at Fort Benning, Ga.

The former 3rd Infantry Division Bradley
fighting vehicle gunner, who joined 1-91 last month,
said he’d felt a strong wind blow through the C-130
when the door was opened for the jump.

“The closer you got to the doorway, the harder the wind
was pushing,” he said.

After he leaped out of the aircraft, Willis said,
he could see “some beautiful scenery” and hundreds of
other parachutes.

“There were a lot of guys in the air but we kept
a good distance from each other,” he said.

Many of the paratroopers appeared to land hard on the
stony ground, but Willis said he landed in soft sand.

“The wind was blowing hard, so I had to release
my canopy before it dragged me too far,” he said.

One of the 37th Air Lift Squadron personnel
helping coordinate the operation from the ground, 1st
Lt. Aaron Justice, said he flew a C-130 during a smaller
airborne operation involving the 173rd last week.

“It was pretty e
exhilarating to hear all the feet a v
stamping on the deck out back as i :?
opposed to throwing out .
sandbags or cargo,” said Justice, --;F.-
adding that he can appreciate i :
how the paratroops feel. ® o

“I went to airborne ' -
school as an Army cadet at West e S
Point before transferring to the e =
Air Force,” he said. - o

Lt. Col. Christopher Bt

Kolenda, 1-91 commander, who
also jumped, said it was the first
time he’d parachuted since
attending jump school 18 years
ago.

The 1-91 paratroopers
were joined by soldiers from
several other 173rd units
including the brigade’s Combat
Support  Battalion,  Special
Troops Battalion, Headquarters
and Headquarters Company and 2nd Battalion, 503rd
Parachute Infantry Regiment, he said.

The mass attack was the first jump for 1-91,
which stood up in June when 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry
Regiment reflagged to join the brigade, Kolenda said.

About 30 to 40 percent of 1-91 soldiers came
from the Quarterhorse Regiment. Only half of those in
the unit are airborne-qualified so far, although
eventually the entire unit will have gone through jump
school, he said.

Capt. Peter Gilbert, 29, of Laurel, Mass., 1-91°’s
primary jump-master for the mass attack, said the
airborne operation was the last part of the 173rd’s
transformation to an Airborne Brigade Combat Team.

“This jump builds espirit de corps and brings the
whole brigade combat team together,” he said.

Joint Multinational Training Command (JMTC) public
affairs officer Maj. Eric Bloom said the 173rd will
continue to train at JMTC through
November, doing individual fire and
maneuver, air assault, gee
javelin, detainee operations, =
convoy, artillery live fire,
helicopter  support and
improvised explosive
device training.




Expanded 173rd Airborne learning to win urban fight

By Seth Robson _, Stars and Stripes “When you are walking downtown, even
European edition, Saturday, October 7, 2006 back in the U.S., you canqgpiire you are in an urban
environment in Iraq or Afghanistan. If you make
HOHENFELS, Germany — The revamped 173rd contact what would you do? Where are the danger
Airborne Brigade has kicked off a major training areas? Where would the enemy shoot me from? How
exercise here, weeks after completing a would | avoid being killed by the enemy?” Bostick
transformation that saw the brigade more than ggjq.
double in size. . _ Another 173rd soldie involved in the

The first 173rd unit to arrive at Hohenfels training, Special TroopsBattalion intdligence
this month was 1st Battalion, 91st Cavalry Regiment officer Capt. Melissa Rooney, 29, of Burleson,
— which was officially incorporated into the brigade Texas, said it was the first time she had done urban
along with new special troog@sd artillery battalions operations training st officer cadet school.
on Sept. 15. It was a good chance to learn more about

On Wednesday, 95 leaders from all six 173rd \yhat the infantry does, she said.
battalions, which include two infantry units and a <« peed to know what #y do on the ground to
support battalion, practicedirban operations at  jgentify what | need to brief them on as far as the
Hohenfels. o intel picture goes,” she said.

Standing in an artifieil town used for the Units from the 173rd wiltotate to Hohenfels
urban training, 173rd commeder Col. Charles A.  and other training areas in Germany to conduct live-
Preysler said it was a chance for the brigade’s widely gnd blank-fire training incoming weeks, Preysler
dispersed leaders to get to know each other. said.

~ “Four of our battaliondive and do most of This month’s training fouses on basic skills
their training in Bamberg and Schweinfurt, such as marksmanship, leading up to squad live-fire
Germany, and two live andain mostly in Vicenza,  training later in the montfThe brigade will progress

ltaly,” he said. _ o _ to more complex training and will be fully trained by
It was the first major training exercise for the pext June, he said.

brigade since the transformation, Preysler said.

“We are starting with the leadership so they will
know what the tone and the SOPs (standard
operating procedures) will be,” he said.

Nearby, the 173rd leaders — mostly
company commanders and first sergeants — had
formed six squads and were busy conducting mock
patrols or raiding buildings to kill or capture
colleagues acting as insurgents.

Company B, 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry
Regiment commander Capt. Tom Bostick, 36, of
Lano, Texas, said the training was a chance for
infantry soldiers to pase skills to support soldiers.

“This morning we are learning urban
operations — how to entemd clear a room, walk
through an urban environment or get from th~

woodline to a building,” he said. Courtesy of U.S. Army
Basics of urban operations include makinc The revamped 173rd Airborne Brigade
sure you have securitynd not walking into Kkill kicked off a major training exercise at

zones, which are the middle of the street ar Hohenfels, Germany, this week. The
intersections. Soldiers shoube prepared to react to training included operations in urban
contact, seek cover, suppress the enemy, maneuy terrain.

break contact or call for support, he said.



